What are the factors that influence soil erosion (both positive and negative) around you?  Identify some of these soil erosion factors and describe whether they increase or decrease erosion 
 These are some of the factors that affect soil erosion: cultivation techniques, type of soil and structure and soil quality. Good cultivation techniques prevent soil from wind and water erosion and thus enabling the soil to deliver nutrients to plants, keep pesticides from the water service and minimize floods. The common cultivation technique here is tilling which is not a good cultivation technique and therefore increases soil erosion. 
The type of soil and its structure is the other factor that influences erosion because different soil particles determine water permeability. Loam soil is the common soil here and it has moderate soil particles and this ensures minimum soil erosion because water penetrates easily after rains. The soil structure of loam soil prevents negative effects of erosion as well as draught compared to clay soil which is the predominant soil around.
Soil quality is also another important factor that affects soil erosion. A good quality soil contains balanced proportions of soil water, air, crop nutrients, soil organisms and organic matter. All these components play important roles. Soil air and water are dependent by crops and living organisms. The organic matter on the other hand improves soil structure, binds soil particles together, binds soil particles together, stores soil nutrients and also causes decomposition of organic matter. Soil organisms are responsible for gaseous exchange and also assist in decomposition. The quality of soil is not good because it does not contain organic matter to maintain its structure (Rose, 2017). 

Do you live in an area with abundant natural soils or in a city or town with little exposed soil?  How will the quality of the soils in your area affect agricultural productivity, water quality and runoff, and the long-term sustainability of your region? 
I live in a city with little exposed soils but the quality of soil is not good for agricultural productivity. The quality of the soil is not maintained because soil conservation measures such as mulching, crop rotation, rotational grazing and residual farming have not been observed. The runoff flows down the slope with soil particles making the water dirty and therefore there are no sustainability measures in place because the top fertile soil has been washed away.
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